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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of invention IV, species D, and subsupecies 
G, L, O, Q, Y, AA, Al, AL, and AN in the reply filed on 26 September 2005 is 
acknowledged. Claims 35-39 are previously withdrawn without traverse in the reply 
filed on 23 February 2005. 

Claims 5, 7-18, 22, 25, and 27-34 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention or species, there 
being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the 
reply filed on 26 September 2005. 

Please note: Applicant failed to eliminate recitations drawn to non-elected 
species in claims 2, 3, and 24. Examiner anticipates an amendment eliminating the 
recitations drawn to non-elected species and will examine claims 2, 3, and 24 as if they 
were presently drawn exclusively to the elected invention and species. This is to 
Applicant's advantage since the claims would otherwise be non-elected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 6, 19, 20, 21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by De Dobbelaere et al (DD) USPAT 6,097,871 . 

As to claim 1 , DD discloses a waveguide system in Figure 10, comprising: a first 
substrate, 109, having an off-surface and curved optical waveguide, 101, disposed 
thereon, wherein the off-surface and curved optical waveguide includes a first portion 
and a second portion, wherein the first portion is substantially parallel to the first 
substrate [portion coming straight out beyond the end of the substrate], wherein the 
second portion extends curving away from the first substrate [curved portion], wherein 
the first portion has a first end, a second end, a length, a width, and a thickness, 
wherein the second portion has a first end, a second end, a length, a width and a 
thickness, wherein the second end of the first portion is substantially adjacent and in- 
line with the first end of the second portion [curved portion is integrated into the first 
portion], wherein the first portion comprises an optically conductive first material, and 
wherein the first portion comprises an optically conductive second material [sheet of 
waveguide and cladding, col. 3, line 40 through col. 4, line 67]. 
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101 



FIG, 10 

As to claim 6, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 above, wherein the 
first portion and the second portion have substantially the same thickness and width. 

As to claim 1 9, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 , wherein the first 
substrate has from about 1 off-surface and curved optical waveguide to about 500,000 
off-surface and curved optical waveguides per centimeter squared of the first substrate 
[very wide range wherein DD discloses invention entirely within claimed range as may 
be scaled by one of ordinary skill from size data in col. 5, line 35 through col. 6, line 20]. 

As to claim 20, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 , wherein the off- 
surface and curved optical waveguide has a height of about 10 to 500 micrometers 
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[wide range wherein DD discloses invention entirely within claimed range as may be 
scaled by one of ordinary skill from size data in col. 5, line 35 through col. 6, line 20]. 

As to claim 21 , DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 , wherein the off- 
surface and curved optical waveguide has a thickness of about 0.1 to 500 micrometers 
and a width of about 0.1 to 500 micrometer [wide range wherein DD discloses invention 
entirely within claimed range as may be scaled by one of ordinary skill from size data in 
col. 5, line 35 through col. 6, line 20]. 

As to claim 23, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 , wherein the 
second portion includes at least one portion substantially parallel to the first substrate, 
109 [portion coming straight out beyond the end of the substrate], and at least one 
portion curving away from the first substrate [Figure 10]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over DD. 

As to claim 24, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 . 

DD does not explicitly disclose a system wherein the off-surface and curved 
optical waveguide is included in a signal distribution system. 

DD teaches in the background of the invention that such devices are used in 
signal distribution systems to provided satisfactory optical signal distribution [col. 1, lines 
10-67]. 

DD is evidence that workers of ordinary skill in the art would find the reason, 
suggestion, or motivation to include the off-surface and curved optical waveguide in a 
signal distribution system to provided satisfactory optical signal distribution. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of DD with the off-surface and 
curved optical waveguide included in a signal distribution system to provided 
satisfactory optical signal distribution. 



As to claim 26, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 . 

DD does not explicitly disclose a system wherein the off-surface and curved 
optical waveguide is included in a integrated optical device. 

DD teaches in the background of the invention that such devices are used in 
integrated optical devices to provided satisfactory optical coupling to/from the integrated 
optical device [col. 1, lines 10-67]. 

DD is evidence that workers of ordinary skill in the art would find the reason, 
suggestion, or motivation to include the off-surface and curved optical waveguide in a 
integrated optical device to provided satisfactory optical coupling to/from the integrated 
optical device. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of DD with the off-surface and 
curved optical waveguide included in a integrated optical device to provided satisfactory 
optical coupling to/from the integrated optical device. 
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Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DD 
in view of Rhodes et al (Rhodes) USPAT 6,903,171 B2. 

As to claim 2, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 . 

DD does not explicitly disclose a system wherein the optically conductive first 
material comprises a low modulus material, polynorbornenes. 

Rhodes teaches the use of polynorbornenes as an optically conductive material 
used for improved (high) Tg and low moisture absorption [col. 45, line 35 through col. 
46, line 65]. 

Rhodes is evidence that workers of ordinary skill in the art would find the reason, 
suggestion, or motivation to add an optically conductive first material comprises a low 
modulus material, polynorbornenes, for improved (high) Tg and low moisture 
absorption. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of DD wherein an optically 
conductive first material comprises a low modulus material, polynorbornenes, for 
improved (high) Tg and low moisture absorption. 

As to claim 3, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 . 
DD does not explicitly disclose a system wherein the optically conductive second 
material comprises a low modulus material, polynorbornenes. 
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Rhodes teaches the use of polynorbornenes as an optically conductive material 
used for improved (high) Tg and low moisture absorption [col. 45, line 35 through col. 
46, line 65]. 

Rhodes is evidence that workers of ordinary skill in the art would find the reason, 
suggestion, or motivation to add an optically conductive second material comprises a 
low modulus material, polynorbornenes, for improved (high) Tg and low moisture 
absorption. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of DD wherein an optically 
conductive second material comprises a low modulus material, polynorbornenes, for 
improved (high) Tg and low moisture absorption. 

As to claim 4, DD discloses the waveguide system of claim 1 . 

DD does not explicitly disclose a system wherein the optically conductive first 
material and the optically conductive second material are the same material. 

Rhodes teaches the use of polynorbornenes as an optically conductive material 
used for improved (high) Tg and low moisture absorption [col. 45, line 35 through col. 
46, line 65]. 

Rhodes is evidence that workers of ordinary skill in the art would find the reason, 
suggestion, or motivation to add an optically conductive first and second material 
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comprising a low modulus material, polynorbomenes, for improved (high) Tg and low 
moisture absorption. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention of DD wherein an optically 
conductive first and second material comprises a low modulus material, 
polynorbomenes, for improved (high) Tg and low moisture absorption, resulting in the 
optically conductive first material and the optically conductive second material being the 
same material. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy L Rude whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2301 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached on (571 ) 272-241 5. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




